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Nicosia must adapt to

Nicosia needs to embrace the challenges
arising from the post-Covid19 ‘new normal’
and adapt to changes that will act as a
catalyst to reform local government in
Cyprus, a community-based initiative
argues.

Leading public personalities discussed
their experiences and the mechanisms
available in town administrations to combat
crises, similar to the coronavirus pandemic,
just as parliament starts debating municipal
reforms.

The online discussion, part of the “Nicosia
20407 initiative organised by the Oxygono
NGO and the Cyprus Youth Council, is part
of a series of talks in all towns targeting
changes over the next two decades.

“It is important to focus on our
communities’ long-term plan, hence the
‘2040 Series’, because it is the only way to
work together — officials, companies, media,
universities, activists - for a common vision
to achieve inclusive growth,” said Nicolas
Kyriakides, a Larnaca-based lawyer and vice
president of Oxygono.

“Oxygono is not a think tank because it
does not express any opinion. It is an
independent NGO, a platform that brings
together decision-makers and experts to
improve the quality of policymaking in our
country.”

Taking part in the online debate were the
past and incumbent mayors of Nicosia,
Interior Minister Nicos Nouris and two
leading medical experts, who have been in
the media spotlight recently.

The debate concluded there is a need for
more responsibility by local authorities,
especially when it comes to social policies,
better coordination between the central
government and local administration to
jointly deal with crises and emergency
situations.

Participants  also  highlighted the
importance of civil society and the
contribution of volunteerism to fill the gaps
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in the state mechanism.

“We must improve our infrastructure,
town planning, bicycle paths, e-government
and the institution of civil defence,” said
Nouris, previously MP for ruling Disy and a
long-term Nicosia council member.

“We want to learn from our weaknesses to
be better prepared for the next crisis. At the
[Interior] Ministry we know that we should
improve our structures.”

He praised the Civil Defence, which is a
body tasked with responding to disasters, but
admitted there were shortcomings in better
collaboration with local administration.

Former minister and the previous mayor
of Nicosia, Eleni Mavrou of the opposition
Akel, said municipalities have contributed
significantly to the well-being of citizens,
“and we need to build on this success. This
experience should push us all to achieve
structural changes”.

Mavrou, who also chairs the House
Interior Committee where the municipal
reforms package will be discussed, said the
term  “physical distance” is more
representative of the situation, as opposed to
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“social distancing” when talking about
towns and cities.

“Our towns are not a sum of buildings,
but a sum of people and people need to have
social contact. The changes we are talking
about should keep a balance between the
need for human contact and the need for
measures of prevention.”

Mavrou added that the commendable
efforts of local administrations to help in
disinfecting public buildings should
continue, even after this pandemic is over.

Incumbent mayor Constantinos
Yiorkadjis said: “We are close to the citizens;
we know their needs and we responded
directly to some serious humanitarian
problems caused by the pandemic.”

Transport rethink

The need to learn from the current crisis
was highlighted by two leading health
experts.

Epidemiologist Dr Leontios Kostrikis,
advisor to the president on the pandemic and
a household name because of his daily
reports on Covid-19 cases, said: “The best
weapons against the virus are the constant
use and monitoring of the measures,
primarily cleanliness and disinfecting public
areas such as parks, public buildings and
businesses.”

He said although the current pandemic
will not bring about drastic changes to the
transport infrastructure within towns, safer
transport options should be considered.

“The number of passengers on buses
should be reduced, they should be cleaned
more frequently and replace the carpet
flooring with material that is easier to
disinfect.

Issuing tickets and paying taxi fares
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should become contactless and a plexiglass
partition is necessary between the driver and
passengers.”

Kostrikis added that strange as it may
sound, private car use should be encouraged
as a safer mode for social distancing.

Mayor Yiorkadjis said public transport was
crucial to ensure mobility and if the number
of passengers on buses is to be reduced, then
the itineraries and network should be
expanded.

“Work is underway for a network of
bicycle lanes and a new bike path will soon
be built linking the municipal gardens to the
town centre and from there to the University
of Cyprus campus.”

He said the municipality is also
considering closing off some roads to cars on
a temporary basis, perhaps a day a week or
on weekends.

He backs cooperation between the
municipality, the University of Cyprus, the
Open University and the technical university
TEPAK in supporting start-ups such as the
‘contact tracing’ app through the RISE
incubator programme.

“Of primary importance is to put the right
structures in place so that now and in the
future, we can support vulnerable groups of
citizens at all levels,” said paediatrician Dr
Zoe Dorothea-Pana.

“As a result of the pandemic, we should
consider moving out to smaller
communities, thus changing the density of
town centres. Distance working and e-
learning also contributes to fewer
movements.”

Kostrikis and Dorothea-Pana said that
education and training were of utmost
importance, both for medical and nursing
professionals, as well as for municipality
staff.
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Awodooia Oeatpou PuaAto €1 pvnunv Zaxapia Kouvrtoupou

To O£aTpo PidXto, ekepdoviag TV aAin-
AgyyUn TOU TIPOG TOUG CUVAVORWITOUS POS TIOU
Xperadovran aipa, opyavaver tny [épmm 25 lou-
viou ayodocia Kot KOAEl Toug OeaTég, TouG Pi-
AOUG Kat UTTIOOTNPIKTEG TOU v SNAWOOULY EyKat-
PO CUPHETOXN YO VA OPYavDEL [IE TOV KAAUTE-
£0 Kat MO ao@aAr] TpoTo 1 6An dtadwkaoia. H
onpaoia e apodooiag, 1 omoia frav mpo-
YPOUPCTOPEVT apXEC ATipLaiou aAAa avain-
Onke Aoyw twv e&ghigewv pe ) vooo COVID-19,
yiveton orfjpepa akOpn To PEYAAN, a@ou 1 Tiav-
Snpia Tou KOPWVOIoU £xeL QUENOEL TIEPALTEP®
v avaykn yia mpoo@opd aiparog. H capodooia
givan agrepwpévr ot pvrjpn tou Zaxapia Kou-
VIOUPOU, NEAOUG TOU TIPWTOU HLOIKNTIKOU U

Bouhiou ko SwpntH TOU OETPOU, TIOU EPUYE
Y10 T0 peyaro todid mptv Suio xpovia. O Zayapiag
Kouvtoupog fitav £vag avopwImog pie peydan kot
TioAudidoTatn KOWwvIKN Tipoo@opd. Ymmipse
otEAex06 G Aplotepds kat tou Kuniprakou dot-
TKOU Kivijpiamog kat utinpétnoe tnv eKmai-
Beuon ya IOAAG XpOvia WG EKTIADEUTIKGS, ETTL-
Oswpnrig Texvikng Exmaideuong, pérog g Em-
Tpomng Ekmandeutikng Yrmpeoiag kot wg pEA0g
Tou HrowknTkoU oupouiiou tou TETIAK. Epyd-
OTKE Y10 TV aQvAITTugT Twv KUNIPOPWOTKWY OXE-
o£wV WG otéAexos Tou Kurpo-Zofietikou kat ap-
yotepa tou Kunipo-Pwotkou Zuvdéopou drdiag ki
£x€1L TNOEl EMaVELANUPEVA QTTO TIG KPATIKES p-
%66 ¢ Pwowkrig Opoomiovdicag k.d. gopeis. Yrm-

PENOE €MONG TOV AONTTIONO Ko SIETEAEOE TIPO-
£dpog tou 6.0. g AEA.

H ouvbeor ou Zaxopia Kouvioupou pe 1o O€-
atpo PudXto Eekivnoe a6 ta mpata fripoma tou
opyaviopou 1o 1999. Aydnnoe kat evioxuoe
EUTMPOKTC TO OFUTPO PE Lt oNPavVTIKE Swped kot
TIOPEPELVE E£0G TO TEAOG EVOEPNOS UTTOCTHPIKTHG
TOU € TUKTIKY TIAPOUCiQl OTIS TIOPUCTACELS TOU.
AuTEG I BUoKOAEG (HPES ag oPICoupE QUTOUG
Tiou pog Xpetdovran - Fierd givon oo aipa peg! Tio-
Ti 1] aAAnAeyyUr] TIPOS TOUG CUVAVOPWITOUS aIG
TIOU €£X0UV QvayKT) givar oALTiopog! ©¢atpo Pida-
710, [1épmm 25 louviou, wpa 09:00-13:00.

[TAnpo@opieg / SNANOELS CUPHPETOXNG:
25343904, ntiacarialto.com.cy
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Kivnon ota
Karaocthpara... aAAd

Ol KataoTtNHATAPXES
Ppwvalouv yia ta
UPnAd evoiria . 10
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Tou
Xpiiorou Xapahdpnous

Me otabepd Bhpara emavépxetar oInv
KAVOVIKGTNTA tn¢ n Aepecdc, Xabwe o Ko-
opo¢, petd tn Sipnvn xapavtiva mou enéfa-
Ae n mav8npia, Gpxice va §avapmnaivel otoug
cuvnbiopévoug pubpolc twv Bpaotnploti-
Twv Tov, 181aitepa oe 6,11 apopd Toug Tpod-
moug Biébeong Tou eAevbepou xpbévou. Wu-
xaywyia ka1 Siaokédaon, ka1 BéBara ayopa-
oukn &1dbeon, amoteAolv ta Bacikd otor-
xeia emavébou otnv mpo-kopovoiol kabn-
pepvétnta, yeyovég mou Snpiioupyel aiaio-
Botia otoug Kataotnpatdpxeg 611 6a propé-
couv oe kdrolo BaBpé va kaAlyouv Tn Jn-
mé mov eixav evoow Kpatouoav ta Kata-
oTAPATd Toug KAelotd.

Agérou éylve Gpon Twv aATAyOPEUTIKGV
Bétpwy, 161aitepa 1o Xévipo g OANG, 6TIoU
Bpiokovial ta Tmepioobtepa Karaothpata
AavikoU epropiou aAAd Kar apKeTég Kage-
épieg, eoTiatdpla Kal AAa cuvagpn paya-
{14, xataxAUZetal Kabnpepiva ané Kéopo, pe
10U epMopeudpevou va epgavidoval 1Ka-
vorioinpévol, agovy, 6Mwe XapaKINpICTIKA
Hag avépepav, undpxouv pépeg Tou n Kivn-
on gival moAU peyaAvtepn arr’ 6,11 fitav npiv
ané tnv xapavtiva.

Auté anobibetar oe peydAo Babpé xa
oTo yeyovog 611 axdpa Bev dpxicav va ena-
vaAertoupyoUv Ta peydAa TIOAUKATACTARA-
1a Ka1 1a peydAa epmopikd Kévipa, ta oroia

01 dcAeaorikes npooPops
£Qepav Kivnon ota Kataotapata

Ot xataotnpatdpxeg {OUV PE ToV EPLAATN TwV VPNAMV EVOIKIWV KAl TOU avoiypatog TwV TTOAUKATaotnpAtwy

artoteAoUV Tov peyalUtepo avtinaro twv
HIKpWV xataotnpdrwv. H augnpévn kivn-
On TIOU TIapatnpeital autéc Tig HEPES OTO Ké-
vipo tng ToAng arobidetal, téoo amd toug
KAtaotnpatdpxes 600 Kal and tov koapo,
0T0 Yeyovo¢ 6Tl ta mAeiota twv Kataotnpd-
twv évBuong, unédnong kat GAAwv 18wy,
yia ta oTtoia UTTApXelL Teploootepo evalagpé-
pov (6mwe¢ payié kar aAAa €id6n kaAokaipi-
V¢ Xpong aAAd kat ta Taibika idn), emna-
vaAeltoUpynoav pe HEYAAEC EKTIIOOEIC Kal
BeAeqOTIKEG TIPOCPOPES.

Apketoi Katagtnpatdpxeg, wotéoo, Sev
xpUBouv Tn peydAn aywvia toug yia to av
Ba ouvexioel va Kiveitat téoo KaAd n ayo-
pd Kal petd tnv epxdpevn efSopdda, omé-
te Ba avoifouv kal M ta peydAa eurmopt-
xd kévipa. AvtiBeta, Sev paivovtal va avn-
ouxoUv ol 1B10KTATEC KAPETEPLDY Kal GA-
Awv xwpwv Yuxaywyiac kar Siaokédaong
Tou AettoupyoUv oto eupUtepo KEVIPO TG
TOANG, Ta oroia amé tnv TPGIN Uépa tng
entavaAetoupyiag toug eival ouvexwg yepd-
ta aré kéopo. Ki auté mapd to yeyovég tng
arouoiac moAAGOV EAAaSItawv Rat GAAwv &é-
vwv gottntwv tou TEITAK, o1 omtoiot pe tnv
EQPUPHOYN TWV TIEPIOPIOTIKMV PETPWV EMTé-
oTpeYav oTIg XWPES TOUG.

Meiwpévog o KUKAOG epyaciov
OTIG TOUPIOTIKEG TIEPLOXES

Ze 6,u agopd to TapaAlaké PETwro e
AepeooU Kal eUPUTEPA TNV TOUPIOTIKI TIEPT-

OXN, KATAOTNUATAPXES Kal AAAol emxelpn-
narieg Sev enpavifovial ka1 1600 1KAvoTol-
npévol and tov KUkAo epyaciov toug. Tapd
10 YEYOVOC OT1 Adyw Kal Twv YnAwv Bep-
HOKpaowdv apketde eival K6opog Tou Kata-
pelyel TIC Teheutaieg pépeg oG TApalieg,
wotdoo eival gppaving n anovoia twv EEvwv
TOUPLOTWV TIOU Katd Kuplo Adyo otnpilouv
éva eupU pACHA EMXEIPNUATIKWY Spaotnpi-
OTATWYV NG TEPLOXNG.

O1 €MmXePNUATIEC TNC TOUPIOTIKNG TEPI-
OXNG EVEATTIOTOUV 6T1 e TNV EMAVAAEITOUp-
yia ka1 twv agpoSpopiwV Kal tnv eMaverki-
VNON TNG TOUPIOTIKNG Bropnxaviag, é0tw Kai
o€ Ttep1opiopévo Pabpd, n katdotaon 6a ka-
Autepéyel.

Tdvtwe, 1600 01 Kataotnpatdpxe Alavi-
KoU gpropiou 00 Kal o1 aoxoAoUpevol otov
topéa e Yuxaywyiag, avagépovialr oto
TIdy10 K6otog ToU eixav akdpa Kal oroug pn-
VEC NG Kapaviivag mou dev urmpxe xavé-
va éo0oBo. [Swaitepa avapépovial ota evoi-
X1a, emonpaivoviag v avéykn va yivouv
aré tnv KUBEPVYNON KATTOIEC OUCIACTIKEG K1-
VACEIG TIpO¢ autit Tnv KatevBuvon, agou,
6nwg tovifouv, to vopooxéBio Tou Ynei-
OTNKe yia QpopoeAappUvoelg oTtoug 1510KTh-
TEC TWV UTIOOTATIKGMY, TIPOKEIPévoU eBeAo-
VUKA va peloouy 1a evoikia, 8ev qaiveta
va €xel anotéAeopa K1 w¢ €K ToUTOU apKe-
1ol evorkiaotég, pn aviéxoviag 1o Bapog tou
uynAoU evoikiou, Ba uroxpewbolv va Pa-
Aouv oplotiké Aoukéto.

H dAAn gpwvi
TOU KEVTPOU NG TIOANG

To xévipo tng Aepecoy, 6pwg, Bev armote-
Aeiten pévo ané Karacthpata Ka XWpoug Yu-
xaywyiag xen Siaoxédaong, aAAd kal and av-
BpWTIOUC TIOU PéVIHA KATOIKOUV €8 Kal pai-
Veral 6 aviipetwmnif{ouv apketd ipofAnpata,
Kupiwg ané tov 1pémo Aertoupyiag twv Xo-
pwv Siackédaong, 181aitepa Xatd Ti¢ vuxtepl-
VEC (DPEG.

‘Onwg avapépouy, otny nepiobo Twv Teplo-
PICTIKGV PéTpwv eixav v eukaipia va Souv
NV noiétnta e Xabnpepiviag {wng Toug va
BeAuibveral, Kabwe Atav anariaypévol and
™ ouvnbiopévn vuxtepivn oxAnpia twv &ia-
POpwV prap Kal AAAwY KEVIpWY pe HOUOIKA,
1a oroia eival eyratectnpéva Simia xat yopw
ané ta oritia Touc.

Me tnv enavaletoupyia autv twv uro-
OTATIKWY EMAVEPXETal Kal To S1K6 Toug papti-
p10, OTIWG XAPUKINPIOTIKA avapépouy Kal {n-
ToUv and tnv Aotuvopia, to Afpo kai 6Aoug
Toug epnAeképevouC popeic va enavegetéoouv
TIC TIPOKTIKEG TIou 10xUouv. H Aertoupyia au-
TWV TWV EMXePNOEWV O 106ye1d Kuipiwv 6rou
UMAPXOUV Kal KATOIKIES, Xwpi¢ nxopévwon, pe
{wvtavh HoUuoIKA Kal peyégpwva otoug Bpé-
poug, Sev propei va SikaioAoynOei oe pna mept-
0X1 PEIKTAG Xprong, 6Twg UroSetkvUouv. Avti-
Beta, emonpaivouv 611 Sev toug evoxAoUv erm-
XeIPTOEIC TIOU AgItoupyoUV 1€ TpOTo Kal wpd-
pla Tou céfovial 1o Sikaiwpa Twv Katofkwv
omy §exoUpaon Kai otov UTvo.
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